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Aspasia has both knowledge and wit, with many virtues,
but, mercy on us! they are both indefatigably for ever
at one's service!

I allow all the merit of Anacharsis, and do believe your
Ladyship reads it; but I know that its great vogue at Paris,
on its first appearance, was during the first fortnight, when,
to be sure, nobody had got through thirty pages of the
first volume. I penetrated a great way, and though I was
tired of it, it was not from any faults I found, but it did not
interest me in the least. Mrs. Darner is a convert, and
is now reading it. I broke off at the Lacedemonians, whom
I abhor, though I allow the merit your Ladyship so justly
admires in them, their brevity, and which you still more
justly apply in wishing it to the Tiers $tat< Do you know,
Madam, that my dear old friend, Madame du Deffand, had
a mortal aversion to eloquence, though she herself, without
knowing it, was more naturally eloquent than anybody?
I doubt it will lose its credit a little, and that the tongue
will not be the arbiter at last of the destiny of France.
I see, in the papers, that the prelates of the Germanic
provinces absorbed by France already murmur at the
freedoms taken with their privileges by the $tats. For
these three months I have thought it not unlikely that,
considering the number of strong fortresses round the
circumference of France, some might be seized by troops
in different interests, and even some provinces dismembered.
It is more probable than that the present chaos should
subside into one regular compact government on a founda-
tion totally new. That (the division) would be more
beneficial to us and to Europe than the conquest of it.

I was disgusted, like you, Madam, at our pantomimes
of the horrors of the Bastile ; but they have almost
estranged my pity for the exiles. Who can go and view
such sanguinary farces without incredible insensibility ?rmed, filled all the
